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A Leader in Disability Rights
The Arc is the largest national community-based organization
advocating for and with people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD) and serving them and their
families. We work tirelessly to uphold our vision that every
individual and family living with IDD has access to the
information, advocacy, and skills they need to support their
full inclusion and participation in the community throughout
their lifetimes. 

With hundreds of state and local chapters across the country,
The Arc's chapter network is on the frontlines from first breath
to last to ensure that people with IDD have the support and
services they need to be fully engaged in their communities.
Find a chapter near you. 

https://thearc.org/find-a-chapter/


History of The Arc
More than 70 years ago, families refused to accept that their
children were less than worthy of inclusion because of their
disabilities. Driven by their collective desire to raise their
children at home - not in an institution - and for those children
to have access to an education like everybody else - The Arc
came to life. 

In 1950, little was known about IDD. There were virtually no
community-based programs or activities to assist in the
development and care of people with IDD or to support their
families. Doctors told parents that the best place for their
children with disabilities was in an institution, hidden away
from their communities. But The Arc's founding families
wanted more. 

We are grateful to those families that took a stand for equality,
and for the many that followed and continue the work. 

We are energized by the self-advocacy movement and all the
individuals with IDD who bring forward their powerful
leadership, advocacy, and vision for a more inclusive future. 

And we are thankful for our many allies. 

In a diverse and growing disability rights movement, we need
all hands on deck, because our job is far from over. 



 Our Mission
The Arc promotes and protects the human rights of people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and actively
supports their full inclusion and participation in the
community througout their lifetimes. 

 Our Impact
With your help, we are working every day to build a future of
inclusive work, play, worship, community, travel, and more. 



 Our Core Values
Human Dignity: People with IDD have human dignity. The lives
of people with IDD have value.

Personhood: People with IDD have varying strengths, abilities,
and interests. Each person is unique.

Choice: People with IDD can make decisions about their lives.
People with IDD should be supported to do so as requested or
needed.

Rights: People with IDD have human and civil rights, which
must be protected.

Community: People with IDD are part of and contribute to the
fabric of society. Everyone benefits when people with IDD are
present and participate.

Support: People with IDD have differing support needs.
Society must support people with IDD to achieve their full
potential. Society should also help families who provide
support for loved ones with IDD.

Equity: Society must remove barriers and correct injustices
that limit opportunities for people with IDD. Extra action is
needed to help people with IDD and their families who face
other forms of bias or discrimination.

Diversity: Human diversity is beautiful and powerful. We
celebrate, honor and seek to understand the difference in
our identities and life experiences.



 Our Guiding Principles
Advocacy First: The Arc is a disability rights organization. We work with and for
people with IDD, their families, and our communities to achieve change. We use
the power of advocacy to improve the lives of people with IDD.

Stronger Together: The Arc unites our chapters to advance the human rights and
wellbeing of people with IDD and their families. The success of our advocacy
depends on the strength of the chapter network. We are stronger together.

Quality and Excellence: The Arc provides programs and services that people
with IDD and their families want and depend upon in their daily lives. We strive
for quality and excellence in all we do.

Shared Leadership: The Arc actively engages people with IDD and their family
members in leading and guiding our work. These voices are the most important.
The strong partnership between volunteers, experts, and the people we serve is
critical to our mission.

Consensus: The Arc leads by building consensus around a clear vision for the
future of people with IDD. We unite and mobilize people behind goals and
strategies that will make that vision a reality.

For All People with IDD: The Arc works with and for ALL people with IDD. While
our work also helps all people with disabilities, our priority is people with IDD
and their families.

Partnership: The Arc works in coalition with other disability, civil rights, and
human services groups. We value joint effort and step up to provide leadership
when needed.

Open and Accountable: The Arc is accountable to people with IDD, their
families, donors, and the public. We are committed to honesty and
transparency.

Identity and Language: The Arc respects the rights of people with IDD to decide
if or when to self-identify and the language they use when doing so.



 Our Team
Executive Staff Members

Margie Williamson, Executive Director
Rachel Harry, Director of Quality Assurance

DeAndrea McMullen, Director of Case Management
Danni Bloom, Director of Outreach & Policy
Derek Smoot, Case Management Supervisor
McCall Rice, Case Management Supervisor

Ashleigh Little, Team Lead
Labresha Ratchford, Team Lead

Nicole Damanis, Team Lead
Jennifer Hilligus, Team Lead

Board Members

Megan Anderson, President
Rob Mendenall, Vice President

Joseph Morgan Leath, Treasurer
Shay Shealy West, Secretary
Dave Moen, Board Member

Jackson Wools, Board Member
Kappy Carter, Board Member
Walter Riggs, Board Member

Arteya Robinson, Board Member
Padgett Mozingo, Board Member

Matthew Greg, Board Member





 Services
Case Management

https://www.arcsc.org/case-management


 Services
Wings for All

https://www.arcsc.org/wings-for-autism


 Services
The Elephant in the Room

Download the Guide Here! 

https://www.arcsc.org/elephant
https://www.arcsc.org/_files/ugd/9c9e7b_b2872a082ede425ca0a4cccd6ca5869c.pdf
https://www.arcsc.org/_files/ugd/9c9e7b_b2872a082ede425ca0a4cccd6ca5869c.pdf
https://www.arcsc.org/_files/ugd/9c9e7b_b2872a082ede425ca0a4cccd6ca5869c.pdf


 Services
Walk This Way!

https://www.arcsc.org/wtw


 Services
Best Buddies

https://www.arcsc.org/best-buddies


 Services
ALERT Program

https://www.arcsc.org/alert


 Services
Supported Decision Making

Scan Me!

scsupporteddecisionmaking.org

https://scsupporteddecisionmaking.org/
https://scsupporteddecisionmaking.org/
https://scsupporteddecisionmaking.org/


 Policy & Advocacy
arcsc.org/policyandadvocacy

For nearly 70 years, The Arc has been at the forefront of the
fight for the civil rights and inclusion of people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) and their
families, playing a lead role in major victories in civil rights,
community living, education, income security, and other
important issues.

We have fought to close institutions and make life in the
community possible, we have opened the school doors for
students with disabilities to be included in the classroom
alongside peers without disabilities, and we have advocated
for affordable health care access. We are at the table for
every major public policy fight and advancement impacting
the lives of people with disabilities. We still have work to do,
but we know we can succeed with strong federal policy
advocates working hand in hand with grassroots activists
like you. Visit our Policy & Advocacy page to learn about the
top issues we focus on in our fight for the civil rights of
people with disabilities. 

https://www.arcsc.org/policyandadvocacy
https://www.arcsc.org/policyandadvocacy
https://www.arcsc.org/policyandadvocacy


Make sure your lawmakers know how important it is to invest in disability
supports and services NOW and to make critical updates to Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) so that everyone can access the care they need and
not have to live in poverty.

Share your stories with members of Congress! Your personal stories have
power, and your members of Congress must hear them. Share with them
why #CareCantWait!

How Can You Advocate?
 

Check the website of your members of Congress to see what options they
have to connect. You may find in-person or virtual options. You can find
information about your members of Congress here.

Join town hall meetings hosted by your representatives or senators and
ask questions about issues that are important to the disability
community. You can find upcoming town hall meetings at
townhallproject.com.

Post on social media about issues that matter to you. Make sure to tag
your members of Congress. You can find a list of Congressional Twitter
handles here. Members of Congress also have public Facebook pages on
which you can comment.

Share your stories and write letters to your members of Congress. You
can find helpful prompts and pre-written letters from The Arc on big
disability issues at thearc.com/action.

Call to Action! 
arcsc.org/calltoaction

https://www.arcsc.org/shareyourstorytoday
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://townhallproject.com/
https://pressgallery.house.gov/member-data/members-official-twitter-handles
https://p2a.co/lRPDZ5C
https://www.arcsc.org/calltoaction
https://www.arcsc.org/calltoaction


 Share Your Story 
arcsc.org/shareyourstorytoday

https://www.arcsc.org/shareyourstorytoday
https://www.arcsc.org/shareyourstorytoday


What is Disability Advocacy Day?

The South Carolina Partnership of Disability Organizations (SCPDO) is a coalition of
organizations whose aim is to assure self-determination, independence,
empowerment, integration and inclusion of children and adults with severe lifelong
disabilities in all aspects of society. Collectively, we advocate for more than
500,000 people with severe, lifelong disabilities in South Carolina.

Disability Advocacy Day is a grassroots effort organized by advocacy
organizations all across the state to educate our governor and legislators about
the lives, challenges and needs of individuals with disabilities and their families.

We invite the public, lawmakers, and community partners to attend the Disability
Advocacy Day celebratio to bring about a call to action to unlock barriers to
success and preserve services and supports for people with disabilities. We will
gather on the first Wednesday in March, on the North grounds of the South
Carolina State House. Events include a walk, a rally, and speeches by community
partners, self-advocates, and others.

Every individual in the disability community has a unique story to tell whether a
parent, sibling, professional, extended family member or supporter. Stories are a
powerful advocacy tool. In many cases, storytelling is necessary to help give
lawmakers an accurate picture of the reality of people’s lives. It allows them to
truly understand the challenges that families face so they can see how their
decisions have a direct impact on their lives. When you share your story with your
representatives, it helps them remember that when policy decisions are being
made about people who have disabilities, it’s affecting the lives of real people. By
helping your legislator see what life looks like where you stand, you can help
improve the conditions for everyone who has a disability, their families, and
caregivers. Your story cannot be wrong; it is your own, personal experience, and
your experience has value and meaning.

If you would like to know more about Disability Advocacy Day and how you can get
involved, please email us at scpdoinfo@gmail.com.

 #DisabilityAdvocacyDaySC 
scpdo.org

mailto:scpdoinfo@gmail.com
https://www.scpdo.org/
https://www.scpdo.org/


 Resources
SC Disability Resource Directory

https://www.arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory


 Resources
Resource Handbook

arcsc.org/resourcehandbook

https://www.arcsc.org/resourcehandbook
https://www.arcsc.org/resourcehandbook


 Resources
arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory

https://www.arcsc.org/scnewcomerfaq
https://www.arcsc.org/_files/ugd/604c63_fe6b4f0c3ae549acbd7aee6c055a8836.pdf
https://www.arcsc.org/parentguide
https://www.arcsc.org/adultguide
https://www.arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory


 Resources
arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory

https://www.scdhhs.gov/eligibility-groups/disabled-children
https://ddsn.sc.gov/services/applying-services
https://www.scdhhs.gov/how-to-apply
http://uscm.med.sc.edu/cdrhome/Roadmap.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-services/
https://www.arcsc.org/_files/ugd/604c63_759cc02ee818470e92038edf50f8491c.pdf
https://ddsn.sc.gov/services/medicaid-home-and-community-based-waiver-services
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-services/state-regulations/
https://www.arcsc.org/transitionplanning
https://www.arcsc.org/navigatingtransitions
https://www.arcsc.org/iep-assistance
https://www.arcsc.org/i-dd
https://futureplanning.thearc.org/
https://www.arcsc.org/vote
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9viQ-fsVPEA
https://www.able-sc.org/get-support/supported-decision-making/
https://www.arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory


 Resources
arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory

Crisis Care & Mental Health Wellness

https://thearc.org/financial-planning-resources/
https://www.arcsc.org/covid19resources
http://thearc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Making-My-Own-Health-Care-Decisions--A-Letter-for-to-My-Doctors.pdf
https://vkc.vumc.org/healthybodies/
https://palmettoable.com/
https://www.arcsc.org/_files/ugd/604c63_8586b87f2e524b8884861c7282f94bb7.pdf
https://988lifeline.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=onebox
https://www.arcsc.org/emergencypreparedness
https://www.arcsc.org/scdisabilityresourcedirectory
https://www.arcsc.org/crisiscare


https://www.arcsc.org/employment


Donate Today!Donate Today!

Please visit us at arcsc.org to learn more about The Arc of South Carolina. 
Visit our national chapter at thearc.org. 

https://www.arcsc.org/financial-giving
https://www.arcsc.org/financial-giving
https://www.arcsc.org/
https://thearc.org/
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